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Dr.Dr. Badiul Alam Majumdar is the Founder and Secretary of SHUJAN, a volunteer-based 
citizens’ movement in Bangladesh committed to democracy and accountable governance. Dr. 
Majumdar is also the Global Vice President and Country Director for Bangladesh of The 
Hunger Project. Dr. Majumdar has had an extensive academic career, teaching at Dhaka 
University in Bangladesh, Seattle University, Washington State University and Central 
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writingwriting on economic, political and governance issues. Dr. Majumdar received his early 
education in Bangladesh. He received a Master’s degree in Business Economics from Claremont 
Graduate School and a PhD in Economics from Case Western Reserve University.

SYNOPSIS
In the last few years, groups within the democracy movement of Bangladesh have carried out 
a relentless advocacy, awareness and mobilisation campaign demanding clean candidates, clean 
politics and systemic reforms. Notably, The Citizens for Good Governance, or SHUJAN, was 
central in leading this charge. SHUJAN made significant efforts to energise the democracy 
movement, developing innovative programs to empower the citizens with information.

TheThe movement for change initiated and led by SHUJAN culminated in a range of substantive 
electoral reforms, including the reconstitution and reform of the Election Commission, the 
preparation of electoral rolls with photographs, reform of the electoral process, and the 
compulsory registration of political parties. Following these reforms, parliamentary elections 
were held in December 2008, which by all accounts, were free, fair and peaceful. Crucially, 
many tainted candidates were either not nominated at all or, when nominated, failed in their 
campaigns. This suggests that SHUJAN’s efforts may have played a critical role in ushering in a 
new beginning for Bangladesh’s democracy.new beginning for Bangladesh’s democracy.
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